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THE   LIFE   OF  THE   SWAMI   VIVEKANANDA.
the Brotherhood to make the necessary arrangements, such as securing coolies for luggage and a Dandy from distant villages and sending them down four day's journey to Kathgodam. But Swamiji being unaware of these things and anxious to hasten up, at once sent a wire saying that he was leaving Calcutta on the 27 th of December and was to reach Kathgodam on the 29th. It was on the afternoon of the twenty-fifth of December that the telegram reached Mayavati. Mayavati being sixty-five miles from the Kathgodam railway stationj the securing of coolies from distant villages within a day and then marching them to Kathgodam within two days was a task which seemed almost hopeless. The inmates of the Ashrama were in despair ; moreover because they thought that it was quite probable that, if he failed to find anybody from Mayavati waiting for him at Kathgodam on the day he would arrive there, the Swami might go up to Almora and become the guest of his old-time friend, Lala Badri Sah, and that his uncertain health might compel him to postpone indefinitely his desire of visiting the Ashrama. Their fears proved to be not groundless, for the Swami had also telegraphed before leaving Calcutta to his Almora friend, in order to be sure of meeting someone at the station in case anyone from Mayavati failed to come in time ; and consequently on the day he reached Kathgodam, Lala Govind Lai Sah was present to escort him to Almora, But Mayavati had not been behindhand. When all despaired, the Swarni Virajananda volunteered to procure the necessary coolies and himself proceed to Kathgodam. The Dandy-men and luggage coolies were secured at uncommonly, high rates and the journey was made afoot, the party reaching Kathgodam by forced marches at 12 p. m, on the 28th. The Swami Virajananda had by all manner of means secured the good will of the men.
Swamiji arrived on the morning of the twenty-ninth in company with the Swarnis Shivananda and Sadananda. When he heard of the Swami Virajananda's achievement he exclaimed with the true Guru's pride : "That's my man !"